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1. ACCORDING NIGERIAN PRESS GOWON REPLIED TO PRESS 
QUESTIONS ON ME ON ARRIVAL FROM NEW YORK OCTOBER 9. 

HE DESCRIBED CURRENT CONFLICT AS "INTERNATIONAL TRAGEDY" 
AND SAID IT WAS CAPABLE OF CAUSING SEVERE SETBACK TO 
EFFORTS FOR LONGER TERM SETTLEMENT. HE DESCRIBED 
ARAB STATES AS "PUSHED TO WALL" IN EXPLAINING REASONS 
FOR THEIR ARMED ACTION. GOWON REFERRED AGAIN TO 
RESOLUTION 242 AS BASIS FOR SETTLEMENT, AND EXPRESSED 
VIEW THAT PRESENT CONFLICT COULD HAVE BEEN AVERTED IF 
ALL PARTIES HAD RESPECTED ITS PROVISIONS. 

2. PRESS HAS ALSO CARRIED TWO ACCOUNTS GOWON'S 
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NEW YORK REPORTED REFTEL. TIMES VERSION HAS GOWON 
CALLING ON AFS ' TO GIVE FULL DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT TO 
EGYPT IN CURRENT ME CRISIS" AND EGYPTIAN FONMIN 
ZAYYAT EXPRESSING GRATITUDE FOR SUPPORT. NEW NIGERIAN 
STRESSES ALLEGED GOWON CALL ON AFS TO PRESS FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF RES 242 CALL FOR ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL, 
FAILURE OF WHICH HE REPORTEDLY CITED AS PRINCIPAL CAUSE 
OF CURRENT CONFLICT. 

3. COMMENT: CLEAR IN CONVERSATIONS WITH MEA OFFICIALS 
THAT FMG FULLY ACCEPTS FACT THAT EGYPT AND SYRIA COME 
FIRST AND THAT ISSUES IN CURRENT ARMED CLASH DO NOT 
LEND THEMSELVES TO SIMPLE ANSWERS. GOWON'S REMARKS 
REFLECT CAUTION APPROPRIATE TO THIS VIEW OF SITUATION, 
AND WE WOULD NOT EXPECT HIM GO BEYOND HIS CURRENTLY 
MODERATE STANCE UNLESS SITUATION CHANGES DRASTICALLY 
IN ISRAELI FAVOR. 

REINHARDT 
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